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CLIMATE CHANGE — AMELIORATION MEASURES 

Statement 

HON DIANE EVERS (South West) [6.36 pm]: I often speak about investing in assets that reduce our ongoing 
costs and tonight I am going to give an example of this. First of all, last year in this Parliament we debated a motion 
introduced by my colleague Hon Robin Chapple, which stated — 

That the house notes the impact of climate change and give consideration to measures that may be 
introduced to ameliorate its damaging and long-term effects on Western Australia’s social, economic and 
environmental prosperity. 

That motion was put and passed on 28 June 2017. One thing we know about climate change is that it will bring 
considerable expenditure in repairing the damage inflicted by extreme climatic events such as bushfires, cyclones, 
storms, droughts and so on. We know the climate is changing and we know that we need to mitigate the extreme 
effects of these changes. I know of no better climate change mitigation asset than a tree. Planting a tree is simple 
and inexpensive, yet the benefit provided by a tree is great. Trees have little or no operating costs. As long as they 
get rain and no-one kills them, they continue to grow and provide shade. Trees provide climate mitigation services. 
An evaluation of temperatures in Perth suburbs demonstrates that treed, leafy suburbs have temperatures seven to 
12 degrees cooler than their bare, treeless counterparts. On a hot day in a suburb that values its tree cover, there is 
considerably less draw on electrical energy to run air conditioners. That is on a small scale. On a larger scale, 
a forest can cool a significant part of the state, protect the soil from drying out, soak up carbon dioxide and provide 
oxygen. The forest even contributes to rainfall. The forest soaks up water and nutrients from deep underground 
and brings this to the surface, thus recycling those nutrients to sustain life. I am talking about this tonight because 
there was a rally at noon today outside Parliament House that was attended by a great number of people who value 
their forests and want this government to do the same. They recognise the value it provides to the environment, 
the climate and the economy. They want to get that point across to the government so they got a petition signed 
by over 15 000 people, which I will be tabling tomorrow. They value this forest and I am sure many members did 
not have an opportunity to listen to the speakers at the rally today. It is not just the environment; it is the habitat 
and a chance to stop the extinction of more small creatures that are part of the system and that system does not 
work if we take one part out of it. 
I am here to speak for the trees and to make sure we listen, because the community is speaking and saying that we 
value this; we know it has benefit to the economy in not only the honey industry, which is now 
a multi-billion-dollar industry. The Forest Products Commission pales into insignificance given what we can make 
out of the honey industry. That is just one small part of it. We still have tourism and recreational use and the 
management of it. Many things go on in forests and we need to value that. 
I feel that the economy can be strengthened if we value our forest for more than just the timber. Our current forest 
management plan and the Forest Products Act, which the Forest Products Commission operates under, values the 
forest space on the amount of timber it can get out of the trees. It does not put any other value on all the other 
services the forest provides—the oxygen, the rainfall, the nutrients. We need to start valuing the forests for what 
they are really worth, and that is what I aim to do. A new management plan could be developed that protected the 
forests, provided habitat, developed the economy, provided jobs, increased tourism, increased exports, protected 
built-up areas and was embraced by a majority of our constituents. I hope we will listen, that Parliament will listen 
and that the government will listen because we have to move on. We have been stuck in the Dark Ages. There is 
more to the forest than just the timber and that is what we need to look at. I am not here to say that I have all the 
answers but the answers exist and people in this state have that information. We need to go out to them and find 
all that information and bring in the community to go through a deliberative democratic process and work out what 
we can do, because the community will come up with an answer. If we give the community the information, it will 
provide an answer for the government to implement that will protect our forests and our homes and provide 
economic growth for the community. That is how it has to be done. We cannot just sit and continue to say the only 
use of a tree is to cut it up into timber or, worse, into chips or charcoal. There are many uses and we need to explore 
all of them. I hope we do not remain silent; I hope we listen to what people are asking us to do and move forward 
and make the whole forest industry that much stronger. 
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